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INTRODUCTION SYSTEM USAGE: NIDS DATA PARTICIPANT SURVEY
Thr(_)ugh a program known as OK-FIR_ST_, 65 public safety-agenc_ies 428,395 NIDS products accessed through Septemer 1998. e Twenty four participants responded to a survey about
(63 in Oklahoma plus one each from Wichita Falls, TX and Fort Smith, The lowest tilt of base reflectivity was the overwhelming iy various aspects of OK-FIRST, including the necessity of
AR) have free access to a large suite of environmental data in real- choice of radar data. - training and the importance of having access to various
time. Each participant also graduated from one of three comprehen- Other popular products included BREF2, CREF16, BVEL1, types of weather data. Questions were asked using a 5-
sive training workshops that focused on computer literacy and basic SRVEL1, VIL and STORMS. point scale, with “1” indicating “Not Much Agreement”;
?_a.ta m;nerpretau_on. The pr;)je?ct th‘:]ontmuaIIy sol:;: s dfeetdback frlom par A software upgrade allowed the display of storm attributes "3” indicating "No Opinion”, and "5” indicating "Very Much
ICIpants on various aspects of the program. Froduct usage logs are on CREF16. Thus, CREF16 usage has risen at the ex- (11T e | e | | I Agreement”. Percentage of responses are displayed
also analyzgd to find areas for _fu_ture prpgjuct_and software develop- oense of STORMS. i E : ; ; below. Ninety-two percent of respondents thought that
ment or tO dISCOVGF pOtentIa| tl’alnlng deﬂC'enC'eS Usage by tralnlng group (Iower |eft) Indlcates that ClaSS 3 S —— Ongo|ng tra|n|ng was |mportant Radar data’ Mesonet
Training materials and current data are available through Web pages. viewed a wider range of products. Classes 1.and 2 accessed i e data, and Watches and Warnings were the most impor-
Current data are divided into four sections: NIDS (radar data from 15 data over a |Onger time period (16 and 11 months) than Class BREF EZ?EEiﬁé‘cﬂiﬁ%ﬁ?s";?u%”ge) tant typeS of data. The data must be “local” and “real-
radars), Mesonet (115 stations in Oklahoma), NWS, and Other. Each ivelv inacti BVEL  BesoVeoony(M 105 time”
S) Vo sidt , ; : 3 (6 months). Oklahoma weather was relatively inactive BveLs Saee Velocy (T . 1,39 :
section is accessible in either a “one-screen” or “two-screen” mode before Class 3 gained access. BELS Bass Velooly (T 24 -
. . « CREFS8 Composite Reflectivity (8 data levels) Question 1 2 3 4 5
(below). Radar and Mesonet data are displayed using custom “plug- Emergency managers and law enforcement tended to use a SO . Eonamope recty (10 datlevsh)
in” software developed for web browsers. wider range of products than fire officials (lower right). Per- orerz  Lavrcomy ;Ezf Eg@gﬂf’obgi‘):‘ﬁ”ee“ How important is it for you to O 0O 0 4 96
haps BREF1 and BVEL1 were useful to locate wind shifts. s e o M Aczumatn have adequate training to
T SRVEL1 Storm-relative Rapcii/;r\(;:{glcjilf; Ic.'I[;It 1 f)
[ ] o October 4, 1998 Tornado Outbreak: 25,000 NIDS files were SRVEL2 3;°;g;;;'a,§:;gigm;dwEmg use the program
) Pt . | . . STORMS Storm Attribute Table
i # o= accessed out of 86,500 product requests in 24 hours. How reliable has the OK-FIRST 10 0 0 16 54
e 02, o A O gt ko g program been for you?
‘ e N T Group 1 BREF1: 76.0% 2 T . ) ) B
{ . Group 2 BREF1: 54 5% |l cLaES 4
I 22 2 e |3 cLass 2 ‘ - e How much has OK-FIRST O 0 0 25 75
The fifteen radars acces- g "l | == i 1 increased your ability to inform
wess==== sible via OK-FIRST. This g oo [ and advise the public about
Two-screen” mode with base allows a “network” ap- s : potentially dangerous weather
reflectivity from both Oklahoma proach to access data from 3 g : :
. .o proa g . situations?
City and Tulsa radars. Each win- multiple radars. a v :
S — dow can display any combination - | : = _ _
f = '_'_ : 3 i of products’ inc|uding products 7. 0FNy 1 i i ! How necessary IS OngO|ng 4 4 0 29 63
Crample o ‘on-scroen o 16 same adar or e Wl by o dblll B raining in order to maintain anc
mode  with base ’ ’ e = Gl B U Y B T B e T T = wﬁqﬁﬂﬁ”r' = enhance your ability to use an
reflectivity from the Okla- Products, for example. 434495852948 53 JEE52:" & # ‘?"%‘y = ’iﬁ@@ S : interpret products available
homa City WSR-88D. NIDS Product h s ¥ through OK-FIRST?
) _ SYSTEM USAGE: MESONET DATA How important is it for you to
Plug-in maps had heaviest usage (67-87%). __ Example of a "plug-in” map. have access to:
. . . === I 17 F s 7— LWL B .
Automatically updating images. - AR WYL | | localdata?  Jo 0 0 8 92
Interactive zooming & scrolling capability. ﬂfﬁﬂﬁaﬁiﬁsﬂ o = : I real-tme data? 0 0 0 i 9%
Presented at the top of the Mesonet page. : k| TR LR P | [T A s T T T T T T T T T T
_ 0% T —_— NIDS data? 0 0 0 4 96
Plotted maps, color-filled maps, and meteograms Ciass 1 87 3% Ml cLass T Mesonetdatar 7T 0 0 o T8 ool
were also popular. e Cewssz | TGV 00 T | NNl | pe---es esonetdata? __ .. 400 .0 8 92
- 67, - o o iekaich, B T L L | ?
Pre_generated |mages 1, N— 2 ! i i A 1 i ! . TV -_.'r_.l'-. - =4 -_____S_a;te_ll_lt_e_qa_t_aJ ____________ 0 ____Q____8____5Q___4_2_
. | | T — e e L i Fire Danger data? 0 0 16 42 42
Small files for quick download times. E ____________ gerdatas _____JX__Y___ 15 _ %4 __%4
Diverse product options available. 3 : N T oSt k= hal®s b r | ____Hydrologicaldata? 10 0 17 33 30
. . . L [ . = : . - 5 - - gl : -

Animations were used occasionally. 5 e : '_ e L A S | ____Watches & Warnings? ___ |0 0 __0 __ 12 88
Helpful to see movement of features. g | = i - BT | TehEm B e | | NWSforecastdata? | 0.9 4. 2 1]
Large files were slower to download. b e | _. & S P WV el Forecast data from NWS |0 0 9 56 35
Few types of pre-generated loops available. O ‘ ' : - N 3 O T computer models?

Future software will generate Mesonet loops r IJ I I_I e 3 FEEREF e SIS - R e
on user machines. "X T oilted  Animaied | CuickTime Coior-fled Plgin | Metes | Phgin ISl— : L Pk SN I 18 bl 0 "
Faps GF Maps haps grams Graphs > g NEw S ST | 1
Class 3 accessed a wider range of Mesonet prod- Ty o Al dong: Froduct o R g Jw, (5 1 & . .
. = Yesanel . Corresponding author address: Dale A. Morris,
ucts than Classes 1. and 2. Later tram'ng WO!’kShOpS : m High f Low Temps ., a8 11-006m CET (110 eltas Oklahoma Climatological Survey, 100 E. Boyd,
focused more heavily on Mesonet interpretation. die % e e T i 3 g gl s i o o i Norman, OK 73019; E-mail: dmorris@ou.edu

Example of a meteogram. Example of a plotted map.




